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A technological revolution is facilitating progress and innovation all 
around the world in different fields. 

More people live better than ever before; less people live in poverty and 
suffer from hunger, more kids have access to a primary education. 

A lot of global challenges remain, but technology gives an opportunity 
to tackle them faster and better. The new generation have all powers to 
change the world!

Young people today are not only looking for a safe and secure job but also value to the wider commu-
nity. They have a lot of empathy and commitment to work together for common goals. 

So why don’t we empower them with the core skills of the 21st century? Why don’t we provide access 
to a good quality education in computer science for those who live in disadvantaged communities 
and developing countries? Aren’t they the one who know better how to tackle problems in their own 
communities? 

I truly believe that teaching girls programming, encouraging curiosity and promoting life-long lear-
ning will empower them to become a next generation of changemakers. Educating young girls means 
investing in a family and uplifting communities. 

Technology is the most powerful tool for social change. To achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals 2030, we have to equip those who want to make a difference with the relevant tools.

Thanks to everyone who has supported Empowerment Lab while we were making our first steps! 
We are one year old! 

Warm wishes, 
Marija Musja 

Message from  the founder
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VISION: We envisage a world where every girl has an opportunity to fulfilling her potential.
MISSION: Our mission is to empower girls with the core skills of the 21st century

Creativity: we encourage curiosity and support creative thinking
Technology: we are teaching girls programming skills
Life-long learning: we promote self-directed learning online.

About us

“WEB DEVELOPMENT” course: we teach girls pro-
gramming by appealing to their passion. 

“E-MENTORING” programme: Online mentoring plat-
form to support self-directed learning online.

projects

We empower the next generation of changemakers

We help girls
 make their dreams 

become a reality

“CREATIVE DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY”: Online 
workshops on creative digital technology software to raise 
awareness about different career opportunities in the field 
of ICT and spark girls’ interest to continue to study inde-
pendently.  
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Empowerment Lab (EMPLAB) was
founded in December 2016 in Gene-
va, Switzerland.

february 2017
EMPLAB organised a documenta-
ry film screening - “Winter on Fire: 
Ukraine’s Fight for Freedom”, and 
the discussion – “Update on Ukrai-
nian Political Situation and What the 
Future Holds” with the two speakers: 

Oleg Lagodiyenko, Euromaidan Ac-
tivist, participant of an open initiative 
“Declaration of Integrity”, 

Marc Allgöwer, Journalist at RTS 
(Swiss Public Television). Covered 
the events on both sides during the 
unrest in Ukraine.

“In view of recent political events in 
Ukraine, there is a clear desire by 
young people to work towards de-
mocratic development and to live free 
from corruption and ruling elites.” 
Marija Musja

march - april 2017
EMPLAB conducted a survey in the 
Odessa region, in Ukraine, to have 
a better understanding of youth de-
velopment. Covering a total of 359 
children, 171 boys and 188 girls, 
aged between 13 -16 years old. 

Projects developed by EMPLAB are 
based on the results of this survey 
with.

The analyses of the survey can be 
found in a separate report – “Youth 
Development in Ukraine: the key 
agents of change for tomorrow”. 

june - september 2017
EMPLAB participated in Social Im-
pact Award (SIA) Programme with 
the “Code in Creativity” project. SIA 
supports young innovators in buil-
ding social enterprises that address 
the most challenging issues of our 
time.

459 people voted for the project on-
line and “Code in Creativity” won the 
SIA Community. In October, Marija 
Musja travelled to Belgrade, Serbian, 
to meet other SIA winners from 18 
different countries. 

EMPLAB presented a challenge to 
the hackers during the 2,5 days SDG 
Accelerator #PolicyHack on Gender 
Equality organised by Foraus.

NOVEMBER 2017

Time-line
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“E-learning can be the enabling factor 
that provides the practical knowledge 
and skills that help one’s potential 
flourish, and empower girls economi-
cally” Marija Musja. 
How can we ensure that girls are be-
nefitting from the digital revolution 
as equally as boys? How can digi-
talisation provide them with more 
choices with their future career pros-
pects? How to promote self-directed 
learning among girls in remote areas 
and developing countries? 

The E-mentoring Programme was de-
veloped during the Hackathon. 

NOVEMBER - MARCH 2017

The first pilot project started in Bel-
gorod-Dnestrovsky town, Odessa 
Oblast’.  Eight girls aged 14-16 
join the course to learn web deve-
lopment.  
Six girls successfully competed the 
course and received a certificate 
signed both my EMPLAB and a local 
school.  

february 2018
EMPLAB organised 3D printing 
parents & kids workshop in Gene-
va.  Workshops participants learned 
how this fascinating new technolo-
gy creates 3D objects a computer 
drawing. 

march 2018
During the WSIS Forum organised 
by (ITU) International Telecommu-
nication Union, Marija participated 
in three panel discussions on: Buil-

april 2018
The start of the second “Web deve-
lopment” course with 15 girls aged 
13-16 joined the course. 

EMPLAB joined the celebration of 
the International Girls in ICT Day 
on 26th of April by organising a 
workshop on video game develop-
ment in Geneva and VR (virtual rea-
lity) experience in Ukraine. 

Time-line

ding ICT Skills for Social Entrepre-
neurs; ICT Solutions for SDGs; Fo-
cus on Apps and Online Technology 
and ICTs as a tool for promoting resi-
lience and reducing risks.
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2018-2020 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

 
“WEB DEVELOPMENT” COURSE

 Spark Interest Into Technology

The aim of the “Web Development” course is to give girls 
core skills of programming and spark their interest into 
technology. We inspire girls’ curiosity to learn web deve-
lopment as an opportunity for self-expression.

We believe that appealing to girls’ personal interests will 
stimulate natural interest into subject and independent 
studying; and therefore uplift their individuality and 
self-esteem.

PILOT PROJECT
OBJECTIVE:

We partner with local organisations and schools in 
Ukraine to run the courses and reach more girls. By 2020 
we are aiming educate more that 200 girls in six different 
locations of Odessa Oblast’ targeting disadvantaged girls 
aged 12-16 years old.

E-MENTORING PROGRAMME
Encourage to Study Online

The aim of the programme is to provide an access to a 
good quality education online for girls living in remote 
areas and developing countries. 

The role of a mentor is to support a student after the “Web 
development” course to continue building skills in the 
field of ICT and STEM by studying online, using available 
courses. Empowerment Lab will sponsor all certificates 
and diplomas obtained by students during the programme 
if necessary. 

Pilot project is launched in May 2018 in support of uni-
versities in Switzerland. 

More information on the project can be provided on re-
quest. 

 

“CREATIVE DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY” PROJECT
 Inspire and Raise Awareness

 It is online workshops “girls for girls” on creative digital 
technology. The aim is to show girls existing creative tools 
to create digital content and raise girl’s awareness about 
wide range of career opportunities in the field of techno-
logy. 

Pilot project will be launched in October 2018. More in-
formation on the project can be provided upon request. 

If you want to become a partner or support the project please 
contact us:  info@emplab.org
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Empowerment Lab is a fairly new organisation and receiving funding remains a challenge. 

We are incredibly grateful for our private donors who supported our work from the be-
ginning and made the first pilot project possible. 

We would like to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our team members. 
Thank you so much for your time and expertise. 

“With our limited resources we succeeded to provide life-changing experience for the first 
20 girls in the first year. We are now going to reach another 200 girls by 2020 and hun-
dreds other girls in the coming years. Thank you for all of you! Nothing would be possible 
without each and every one of you!” Marija.
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DONORS:

 
 Ashlyn Akins
 Tetiana Allgower
 Flora Barriele
 Paul Catchick
 Issabelle Dubuis
 Iryna Dzyubynska
 Goncalo Domingos Felicio
 Linda Henry
 Kateryna Ivanova
 Kumiko Kojima
 Claudia Kamke
 Toomas Kull
 Julia Kozlik 
 Julia Kirchner
 Gaetan Lim 
 Nikolai Lotorev
 Herve Larche
 Steven Lynch
 Inna Lucky
 Constantin Marakhov
 Solie Mukahhal
 Ricardo Muscari Scacchetti 
 Mairin Mc Sweeney
 Giovanni Parcellana
 Andras Papp
 Igor Rechetnyak
 Liza Ruback
 Anais Sancey
 Daniel Struyf
 Viola Tribe
 Nhat Truong Vuong
 Peter Vandor
 Olena Wagner
 

STAFF:

 Ekaterina Chumachenko 
 
 
 CONSULTANTS & VOLUNTEERS:
 

 Alla Armen
 Robert Bartram 
 Silvia Conz 
 Iryna Dzyubynska
 Julie Despraz
 Jean-loup Didelot
 Natasha Kuleshova
 Steven Lynch
 Ricardo Muscari Scacchetti
 Louis Poncet
 Biliana Vassileva
 Lior Renous
 Natalis Skrypnyk
 Mahmoud Sohrabi
 Risto Vayrynen 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

 Marija Musja
 Julie Despraz
 Nikolai Lotorev 

THANKS TO
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DONATE

Empowerment Lab
Rue Fendt 1, 1201, Geneva. 

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 89-129415-1
IBAN: CH27 0900 0000 8912 9415 1
BIC: POFICHBEXXX

SOCIAL MEDIA

Web: https://www.emplab.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/emplab.org/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/EMPOWERMENTLAB_ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/emplab_changemakers/ 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6lgRdAFbEI

JOIN US: Become an EMPLAB volunteer

Contact Us: info@emaplab.org 

1 rue Fendt
1201 Genève
Switzerland

Phone: +41 76 267 33

HELP US TO EMPOWER MORE GIRLS

 


